
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

Bible Reading 
Ecclesiastes 4:1-5:7 

Sermon 

Stop Playing God 

 Prayers for the Church and the World 

 *Song 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and king, 

The triumphs of His grace! 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease— 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
’Tis life, and health, and peace. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood availed for me.

He speaks, and, listening to His voice, 
New life the dead receive, 
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
The humble poor believe. 

1. Hear him, you deaf! His praise, you 
dumb, 
your loosened tongues employ; 
you blind, now see your saviour come, 
and leap, you lame, for joy! 

My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, 
The honours of your name.

*Blessing 
O Israel, hope in the Lord; from this time forth and for evermore. (Ps 131:3) 

 
Bible verses from the English Standard Version. Song words reproduced under CCLI 1313788.
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Welcome to our livestreamed service!  

Stand to hear God call us & bless us               We speak to God in prayer 

 

God speaks to us in his word      We sing our praises to God 

 

       We declare our faith

*Call to Worship 
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
 for my hope is from him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation, 
 my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
On God rests my salvation and my glory; 

 my mighty rock, my refuge is God.   (Psalm 62:5–7)  

*Prayer for God’s presence 

 *Songs 
Awake, awake, O Zion,  
and clothe yourself with strength,  
shake off your dust  

and fix your eyes on him.  
For you have been redeemed by 
the precious blood of Jesus,  
and now you sit enthroned with him. 

Our God reigns, he is King of all the earth. 
Our God reigns, and he's seated on the 
throne.  
Lift your voice, and sing a song of praise.  
Our God reigns, the awesome Lord most 
high. 

How beautiful the feet are 
of those who bring good news, 
for they proclaim the peace that comes 
from God. 
Rise up, you holy nation, 
proclaim the great salvation, 
and say to Zion 'Your God reigns’. 

Our God reigns… 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
Our God is with us now. 
(Repeat) 
The watchmen lift their voices, 
and raise a shout of joy, 
for he will come again. 
Then all eyes will see the 
salvation of our God, 
for he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

Our God reigns… 
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Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 
worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I'll worship your holy name. 

 

The sun comes up, it's a new day 
dawning, 
it's time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies 
before me 
let me be singing when the evening 
comes. 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul… 
 

You're rich in love, and you're slow to 
anger, 
your name is great, and your heart is 
kind. 
For all your goodness I will keep on 
singing, 
ten thousand reasons for my heart to 
find:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul… 
 

And on that day when my strength is 
failing, 
the end draws near and my time has 
come, 
still my soul will sing your praise unending, 
ten thousand years and then 
forevermore. 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 
worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I'll worship your holy name. 
I’ll worship your holy name. 
Yes, I’ll worship your holy name. 
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 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Confession 
Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 

be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks 
finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.  Or which one of you, if his 
son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him 
a serpent?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 
those who ask him!        (Matthew 
7:7–11) 

Confession of sin 
Almighty God, eternal Father, we acknowledge and confess to you that we 
were born in unrighteousness. Our life is full of sin and transgression; we have 

not gladly believed your Word nor followed your holy commandments. For your 
goodness’ sake and for your name’s sake, be gracious to us, we pray, and 
forgive us all our sin, which is very great. Amen. 

 

 

Assurance of God’s forgiveness 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  (Ephesians 2:4–6) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is for those who fear him  
 from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel,  
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.    (Luke 1:46-55)  

*Psalm 84 

How lovely is your dwelling-place, 
O Lord of hosts, to me; 

my thirsting soul longs eagerly 
within your courts to be. 
Beside your altars, Lord of all, 
the swallows find a nest; 
happy are those who dwell with you 
and praise you without rest, 

And happy those whose hearts are set 
upon the pilgrim ways: 
you are the water when they thirst, 
their guide towards your face. 
O Lord of armies, Jacob’s God 
In grace incline your ear.  
O look on your anointed’s face 
my prayer be pleased to hear. 

How blessed are they that in your house 
for ever give you praise: 
one day with you is better spent 
than thousands in dark ways. 
The Lord will hold back no good thing 
from those who justly live; 
to all who trust, the Lord of hosts 
will all his blessings give. 

Bible Reading 
Luke 16:1-9         A parable about our time being short 


